SUGAR INDUSTRY IN NORTHERN INDIA

TABLE XLIII

The distribution of average sugar production from
1931-32 to 1934-35 and from 1935-36 to 1938-39
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Province
	Average 1931-32 to 1934-35 (In 1,000 tons)
	Percentage of total production
	Average 1935-36 to 1938-39 (In 1,000 tons)
	Percentage of total production

Bengal
	4
	1.1
	20
		2.2
	

Bihar U. P.
	132 201
	36.0 54.8
	J90.8
	242 517
	26.8 57.3
	J84.1

Punjab
	3
	0.8
	
	15           1.7
		

It is significant that the percentage share of the province
of Bihar declined considerably and in spite of a small rise of
2.5 per cent in the share of the U. P. the joint contribution of
both the provinces to the total declined from 90.8 per cent to
84.1 per cent. On the other hand the percentage shares of
both the Punjab and Bengal have doubled or more than
doubled. In the years 1940-41 and 1941-42 the production of
sugar was restricted within certain specified limits by the
provincial governments of the U. P. and Bihar and therefore
these years do not provide a fair basis of comparison.
As regards the future trends of development in northern
India there is little room for further expansion in north
Bihar and eastern, central and western U. P., as not only has
the industry already reached its climax in these regions but
in many areas there exists even an undesirable congestion of
mills. The sugar industry in the U. P. and Bihar is dependent
upon other provinces and states for its market, the production
of sugar in some of which is showing a steadily rising tendency.
This development outside the U. P. and Bihar is likely ^to
deprive the industry in these two provinces of some of its
valuable markets. In the long run this might lead to a weed-
ing out of some of the inefficient and unscientifically located
units. During the last few years the cane development
departments of the two provincial governments have done
their best to assist the industry by the introduction of zoning
system and by the extension of areas under improved varieties
of cane, The cane development schemes have been pushed